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The blessing of unity still dwells 
among us .... This is the spirit of 
the order - the true spirit of 
mercy flowing on us.

As the school year comes to a close, I thank 
everyone in the McAuley community for their 
efforts in 2022. For those students and teachers 
and families who will be departing McAuley I 
wish you all the best in your new and different 
horizons. The final bell on Friday will see the end 
of my tenure as Principal of McAuley. It has been 
a pleasure and a privilege. I hope our paths 
cross in the times ahead. I wish everyone a 
Happy and holy Christmas and the very best for 
2023.



Newsletter Week 10 Term 4 ‘22

Our School Rules                 Focus of the Week

SPB4L Focus:  We Are Safe.  We have been going through our school rules for the last few weeks 
and this week our last focus for 2022 is ‘We Are Safe.’ This week we will be looking at how we keep safe at the 
beginning and end of our school day, on the playground, in the classroom, around the school and when we leave 
the school for excursions or Rewards days.  It is important we follow the school rule of being Safe in all these 
areas.

Important points for students:
● We act safely on the playground and on the equipment and 

are inclusive of all people:
● We keep ourselves safe in the classroom by moving sensibly 

and using the class furniture and equipment properly.
● When moving around the school, we keep to the left on the 

stairs and move quietly, not run and push others.
● Before and after school, we sit and wait for the teachers or our

parents. 
● On excursions or Rewards days, we need to listen to the teachers 

and use our manners to keep us safe.

End of Year Assembly: There will be an End of Year Assembly tomorrow at 11.50am to say thank you and 
farewell to our teachers who are leaving us at the end of this year.  We have a number of teachers and teacher assistants who 
are retiring, as well as others who are moving on to other fields in education.  We are grateful for all those who have been 
with us and for the valuable contributions they have made to our McAuley family. Tomorrow we say farewell to:

Mrs Brooke Church
Mrs Anne Mulligan
Mrs Karen Snowden
Mrs Anna White
Mrs Marg Wright
Gerry Gough
Debbie Sands
Mrs Peta Lidster
Mrs Maria Smitch
Mrs Louise Buckland
Mr Wayne Cowan

We thank them and wish them every success in their future.



Absentee Notes:  Please make sure that all outstanding absenteeism notes are either recorded on Compass or sent into 
school with explanations for each day that children are away from school by the end of this week (Friday 16th December).  
This is an official requirement so please be mindful of completing this task.

Grade Celebration (Rewards) Days:  Most of our Grades have now had their celebration days.  Thank you for 
your support as the students celebrate their time together. Students have had a variety of different activities and although the 
weather has been very changeable, all has gone well!  
 
Gold Band Lunch:  Yesterday I was able to step in for Mr Croke and reward those students who have made it to their 
gold Band this year.  We had a lovely time at lunchtime, where those deserving students came across to Kenna Hall with 
their lunch and received a milkshake and a treat while joining together to have lunch. Thank you to those who have worked 
hard this year to do their best both in the classroom and on the playground.  It is always enjoyable to be able to thank people 
for their hard work. I believe Mrs Garnon made a ‘mean’ milkshake!!  
 
Lost Property: Mrs Garnon is delighted with the response to claiming lost property!  She has only a few items left now, 
mainly winter coats, a few jumpers and tracksuit items and a huge amount of drink bottles and lunch boxes. If you have lost 
items this year, please remind your children to look at the small collection and hopefully they can recognise their items.  
Any clothing left unclaimed at the end of the School year will be donated to the Clothing Pool.

THANK YOU! Once again it has been a huge year. For the third year in a row Covid has affected how we operate as a 
McAuley Family, however we have come through it, thanks to your support and preparedness to work with us as we adapt 
and adopt new learning methods. Over the past few months our family has been able to come together for assemblies, 
Masses and Liturgies, and we are finally getting back to being able to work together.  Thank you for your patience and 
support during these demanding times, and for offering your children a sense of security, which we have been able to build 
on.  As the year ends, I pray that next year will continue to bring with it continuity and stability.  We are very grateful for all 
the support that you and the wider school community have so generously offered McAuley this year.  My prayer this 
Christmas, is for all families to feel the love and comfort of being together, and may the blessings of the Christ-child be with 
each and every one of you this festive season.    

Wishing you a happy and Holy Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year!

God Bless,
Robyn Petty



From the Religious Education Coordinator

As we draw closer to the end of the school year I would like to thank our wonderful 
students, parents and teachers for all of their efforts this year. It was wonderful to 
be able to gather as a whole school community and celebrate Masses and 
Liturgies as a faith community.  

2023 will no doubt be another fun and exciting year for the staff and students of 
our wonderful school. 

We thank Mrs Brooke Church for her tireless work in the role as REC of our school 
for the past 3 years. Her endless energy, positivity and infectious smile was shared 
generously with all those she engaged with.  She will be sadly missed within our 
school community but we wish her the best of luck as she engages in her teaching 
endeavours further afield. 

I would also like to thank Fr Greg, Fr Karl and Fr Antony for working so closely with 
our school this year as they have regularly made visits to classes to speak with the 
students about what they have been learning about in their Religious Education 
lessons, have relayed the importance of receiving the sacraments and the 
meaning behind them and have led our wonderful school Masses.

I am sad to say goodbye, at the end of the year, to this amazing school and parish 
community. I will be moving to Sydney early next year, with my husband, to be 
closer to our children.  I have felt very privileged to have held the role of Religious 
Education Co-ordinator in a part time capacity this year and the experience and 
memories that I have made will be held very close to my heart. The teamwork that 
exists in the McAuley family, whether it is amongst the staff, students or parish, is 
incredible and has made this job such a rewarding experience.

On a brighter note, it is exciting to welcome Mrs Shannon Cain on board as the 
Religious Education Co-ordinator for 2023. She brings a great deal of 
professionalism and enthusiasm to the role so our faith community is in safe 
hands!



Merry Christmas

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas with your loved ones. Have a peaceful and faith filled 
Christmas and I wish you all the best for 2023. 

Many Blessings,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator



Prayer for the end of the school year

At the end of this school year we

give thanks to God:

For all the teaching and learning

that has taken place in our school,

For the talents and gifts that have

been shared and the challenges that

have been faced;

For the respect and care that has been given.

For the hope that has lifted our

hearts on the dark days

And for the love that has kept us going.

We give thanks for the McAuley community

and we ask you Lord -

Bless our students as they enjoy 

their last days of school,

Bless our families as they take their

holidays, may their time together

leave them with memories to cherish.

Pour out your love on us that we

may return renewed and refreshed

to continue our journey together .

We make this prayer through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen



Third Sunday of Advent -  Sunday 11th December
Otherwise known as the Shepherd Candle, this third candle of Advent reflects 
the joy that comes through Jesus’ arrival, and through the salvation he has 
gifted us.

Gospel Reading (Matthew 11:2–11) Jerusalem Bible 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his 
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell 
John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to 
life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the 
man who does not lose faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people 
about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man 
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be 
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom 
scripture says:

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;

he will prepare your way before you.

‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than 
John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he is.’



Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels 

(from the Gather, Proclaim, Break, Send  - GPBS website)



Dates for your Diary

Term 4

Thursday 15th December - Final Assembly 11.50am

Friday 16th December - Last Day Term 4

Monday 30th January 2023- Term 1 begins

Tuesday 31st January 2023 - Kindergarten first Day



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 9 Term 4

Anna Tydd Chloe Shillington Mason Omrod

Hudson Maley Elsie Maric-Grinter Grace Harris

Henry Crump Chloe Hamilton Amelia Abood

Aidan O’Donnell Richard Francis Ava Webb

Noah Ferrier Oscar Nunn Tara Simpson

Archie Eades Eleanor Cain Sophie West

Lenya Miller Edie Short Karter Dobson

Laura Tan Charlie Baker Heidi Elmes

Harrison Mosch Delilah Fichera Michael Rawsthorne

Juda Marriage Joshua Harris Indy Murray

Billy Dean Bobby Russell Lewis Vaughan

Ally Roberts Lacey Omrod Grace Kimber

Matilda Spicer Solomon Russell Lily Kelly

Cooper Eatell Austin Macdouall Taylor Davis

Ethan Agland Ruby Hannan


