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This is your life, joys and 
sorrows mingled, one 
succeeding the other.

Last week McAuley school was involved in many 
NAIROC activities including a concert at the 
Orange Function Centre. A big thank you to Mrs 
Mulligan and Mrs Sutton who were the "trainers" 
of the choir that performed at the Centre. The 
choir was made up of both indigenous and non 
indigenous students and performed wonderfully. 
Some may have seen the performance on the 
School Facebook page. 
On matters equine I am pleased to announce 
that Mr. Rod Thomas was the winner of the 
Melbourne Cup trifecta competition. This is 
indeed just reward for Rod (a former parent of 
our school) who has quite literally sold 
thousands of tickets in recent years to support 
the school.



Newsletter Week 5 Term 4 ‘22

Our School Rules                 Focus of the Week

Focus of The Week: We Use Our Manners At The Canteen. This week we are focusing 
on using our manners, especially when we are using the Canteen. We always need to 
remember to use our manners wherever we are, especially when we are interacting with 
other people either at school or out and about. Our Canteen managers and the other 
people serving at the canteen always treat students with respect, and we can thank them 
by speaking politely and showing our manners to everyone at the canteen. Using our 
manners at the Canteen means taking our turn, being polite to adults and other children, 
saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ and waiting quietly and patiently for our turn.

This week we will encourage children to:
● Line up correctly and quietly
● Always use the words please and thank you.
● Only buy for yourself
● Only be at the tuckshop if you are purchasing
● Only 2 children to collect lunch tubs
● No canteen on wet weather days

Remembrance Day: This Friday we pause to observe Remembrance Day on the 11th day 
of the 11th month at 11am. Mrs Church has prepared a lovely reflection that each class will 
participate in just before Recess. Each year on both ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day 
we take the opportunity to thank God for these wonderful brave men and women who have 
given their lives to allow us the freedoms we enjoy today, and our current Defense Force 
personnel who continue this incredibly selfless work today. On Friday, and today, Lest We 
Forget.

Life Education Van: The Life Education Van will be visiting McAuley from Monday 14th
November to Wednesday 23rd November. During that time, our Educator will take each
class for a special lesson based on one of the Health units appropriate for that Grade. More
information will be sent home about the Life Ed Van soon.

Dance Fuse: Last week we welcomed the team from “Dance Fuse” to McAuley. They
worked with all grades each day last week, culminating with a special dance on the Friday.
Thank you to all those involved with ‘Dance Fuse’, and especially to Mrs Karen Snowden for 
organising this wonderful opportunity for our students. We look forward to having them
visit us again next year.



Kindergarten Orientation 2023: We had a wonderful start to our Kinder Orientation
with our ‘23 Kinders last Friday! It was amazing just how settled and ready for learning they
were. We still have two more Orientations which will take place this Friday, November 11th
and next week on Friday 18th from 9.30am – 11.00am. As our Hall will be free this Friday, it
will be easier to bring Prams and strollers into the Hall, where we will gather before the
children go into the meeting room like last week, then off to the classrooms. It was great to
see how independent our little people were last week, and a huge ‘thank you’ to parents
for making a quick exit to assist their child to settle. If you were not able to get to the
Orientation Parent Meeting last Thursday evening and don’t have one of our ‘Kinder Packs’
we gave out at the meeting, please pop into the Office where they have spare. We are all
looking forward to this Friday for our next Kinder Orientation!

School Disco! What a wonderful Disco we had last night! It was fantastic to see so many
students come along and enjoy themselves. Thank you for your patience in finding a park,
especially at change over time, and helping your children to have such a lovely night. The
money raised will go towards our ‘Assist-a-Student project in Fiji. This week the children
have seen a lovely slideshow of some of the children that we have helped over the past 10
years, and some we continue to support. A very special thank you to Mr Wayne Cowen
who proved to be the best DJ ever, and to Mrs Church for all her organisation behind the
scenes, which meant everything ran very smoothly. Thank you also to the teachers for
supervising (and having a little dance as well!!)

Religious Activities Next Week: It will be a busy week with a number of different
celebrations taking place. Tomorrow Year 2 students will spend the day with Mrs Mulligan at 
their Retreat and our Year 5 will have their Retreat in Kenna Hall next Wednesday
16th November. This is a very important Retreat and looks at Leadership, preparing them
for being our School Leaders next year. We will also have a celebration for those who have
made the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist on Thursday 17th November, with 
the School participating in the Parish Mass at 9.30am. All parents and friends are very
welcome to join us for this lovely Mass.

Touch Football Champion! Congratulations to April Gardiner, who recently represented 
NSW at the All Schools Sport Australia Touch Championships in Wagga. As part of the NSW 
team, the girls won 4 out of their 5 round games. They made it through to the grand final and 
came away with a Silver medal, going down to Queensland 2-5. April played wonderfully and 
we are all thrilled that she has received a Silver Medal at this elite level!!



The State of the Weather!! Our weather is all over the place right now! Either hot,
rainy, or cold! There doesn’t seem to be two days alike! This means we need to be
prepared for whatever happens throughout the day. Please equip your children with the
resources to cope with whichever weather we are given on that particular day. Umbrellas
can be awkward in crowded situations with their spikey ends, so perhaps spray jackets with
hoods may be more manageable and safe for students. Please also encourage your
children to avoid puddles (as tempting as they are), as some children have become very wet 
by not avoiding puddles. Please also make sure your children bring their hat to school each 
day. Our rule of ‘no hat, no play’ is part of our Term 4 School Rules. When it is hot, the heat 
has been quite intense. Playing in the sun without a hat is dangerous, therefore students are 
asked to sit in shaded areas if they don’t have their hat with them. Please also make sure 
that all clothing items are labelled, as the constant change in weather means items are often 
taken off and left on the playground. Mrs Garnon does an amazing job of returning lost 
items, however even she is not able to reunite all items with their owners if names are not on 
the items!

Road Safety: Mr Steve Maguire has been visiting the school over the past few weeks to
work with students on “Road Safety”. This is such an important part of their personal
safety, and something we need to constantly reinforce as students grow and become more
independent in their mobility. We look forward to Mr Maguire continuing to work with the
different grades across the school.

End of Term Reports: This year has gone so quickly, and we are now starting to look at
preparing our End of Year Reports. As we have managed to finally have no interruptions
with Covid, the Reports this year will be back to a full report. These will be made available
electronically through Compass at the end of Week 9 (9th December). There will be an
opportunity for parents to request a meeting with your child’s class teacher, and in some
cases, teachers may request interviews with parents, however no set schedule will be
made. If you need to make a request regarding the placement of your children for next
year, please do so as soon as possible as the CEBD requires us to have class groups 
decided within the next few weeks.

Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

Responsible Pet Ownership: This Friday the children in Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 will
have a visit from the Responsible Pet Ownership team, complete with one of their training
dogs. During this talk the children will see how best to respond to other people’s dogs, and
ways of caring for their pets. We look forward to their visit each year!

Assembly: We had an exciting Year 5B Assembly yesterday, complete with magic tricks and 
lots of Science work! It was so nice to see the fruits of the children’s efforts in class, and
they should be congratulated on a wonderful Assembly. This Friday afternoon from 2.30,
we will have the opportunity to be entertained by our Band as they present their work this
year. Next Friday afternoon our Kinder Blue children will host their Assembly. You are very
welcome to join us for our Assemblies and enjoy all our children’s hard work. Just a
reminder not to park directly outside the Hall as the Bus Zone commences at 2.30pm.



From the Religious Education Coordinator

Prayer Remembrance Day 
We will pause as a school on Friday to pray and pay our respects for those who have 
fought and died in the service of our country. Thank you to the school captains and vice 
captains who will help lead our prayer.

You gave your lives so that we could live in freedom…
We will remember

You served for us in the horror of war and showed us a great example of courage and love 
of our country…

We will remember
We remember your families who lost loved ones in the fight for peace and justice…

We will remember

Bless all who fought so that we may be safe and free today.
Remember their sacrifice and bless us with your peace.

Through the example of our Soldiers, we have learnt the value of sacrifice, 
friendship and courage.  

Through our prayers, may we develop these qualities which gave our country freedom and 
peace.  

All: Amen

Events 

Sacraments Celebration Mas
On Thursday 17th November there is a whole school Mass in St Joseph’s Church at 
9:30am to celebrate the students who have prepared for and received the 
sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. After Mass the Year 3 and Year 6 
students will have a celebration cake in the hall to which parents are warmly invited 
to attend and have morning tea. 

Year 2 Grade Retreat - Reconciliation
The Year 2 students will spend the day with Mrs Mulligan tomorrow praying and 
reflecting at their grade Retreat on Reconciliation. The Retreat will be a wonderful 
way to celebrate the preparation the students have done to receive the sacrament 
of Reconciliation in Year 3. 



Year 5 Grade Retreat - Leadership
The Year 5 students will gather on Wednesday next week for a grade Retreat on 
Leadership. This Retreat will be led by Belinda Lee, Dale Pangilian and 22 Yr 10 
students from James Sheahan. The day will be spent looking at servant leadership and 
Jesus as our role model.

Parish Religious Program

● Parish Mass - On Thursday Kindergarten will attend Parish Mass at 9:30am in St 
Joseph’s Church. Families are invited to come and pray with their children at 
Mass.

● Reconciliation - On Thursday Year 3M will attend Reconciliation.

Have a peaceful week,
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator





Congratulations to 
Sam Cox for making 

the Dio basketball 
team



Dates for your Diary

Term 4

Thursday 10th November - Kindergarten Parish Mass

Friday 11th November - Kinder Orientation 

Friday 11th November - Responsible Pet Program K-2

Monday 14th-23rd November - Life Education Van

Tuesday 15th November - 4M play

Tuesday 15th November - Year 6 Golf

Friday 18th November - Kinder Orientation 

Friday 18th November - KB Assembly

Friday 18th November - Year 6 Golf

Tuesday 22nd November- Year 6 Golf

Wednesday 30th November - Farewell Assembly and Morning Tea

Friday 2nd December - Yr 3 Wellington Caves 

Wednesday 7th December - Yr 6 Farewell/Liturgy/Lunch- St Joseph’s Church

Thursday 8th December - End of Year Mass

Monday 12th December - Yr6 Burrendong Excursion

Thursday 15th December - Final Assembly

Friday 16th December - Last Day Term 4

Monday 30th January 2023- Term 1 begins



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 4 Term 4

Sacha Beath Oskar Stewart Amelia Maley

Eloise Crosariol Evan Anil Oliver Apps

Caitlin Tan Darcy Saul Jackson Maguire

Axel Stewart Xanthe Diduszko Nick Palmer

Therese Besenio Jack Gander Gilbert Roth

Landon Crosariol Lane Tyack Annie Fahey

Pollyanna Bailey Barnaby Luelf Amelia Hillier

Matthew Holden Hannah Hunt Felix Wolf

Alan Thomas Violet Temoso Amelia Weston

Ollie West Harriet Bailey Angela Martelli

Haixian Wu Elliot Commins George McEvoy

Monique Bender Hunter Dillon Ena Robinson

Joshua Mclean Millie Bunting Lucas Rumble

Josephine Cardiff Evie Birmingham Jessica Williams

Ashton Eslick Macy Howarth Xanthe Gardner

Annabelle Ferrier Shikaina Siki Judd Zinga

Ruby Hilder Romey Westgeest Georgia Buss

Archie Cox Monique Vardanega Xavier Sherwood

Phoebe Robertson Yuxin Chen












