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Newsletter Week 7 Term 4 ‘22

Our School Rules                 Focus of the Week

Focus of The Week:  We Show Our Best Behaviour On Excursions.  
At this time of the year there are quite a few excursions taking place. It is important to remember 
that when we are visiting places with our school, we should always display our best manners. 
Being polite and respectful of the people and places we are visiting is always a priority, as well as 
being mindful of the reputation of our school. Our actions and the way we interact with all 
connected with our environment say a lot about how we value ourselves and our school. People 
appreciate it when we use our manners and are always happy to have us return for future visits.

This week we will encourage children to: 
● Always be polite when we are on an excursion
● Always use ‘please, thank you’ when we speak to others: 

when we ask for something, when someone does something 
for us or when we want someone to do something for us.

● Always listen to teacher instructions
● Always follow directions.
● Stay together as a group.
● Listen when someone is speaking and use our manners when 

we ask questions.
● Remember our school rules when we are out of the school.
● Always treat all people we meet on an excursion with respect.
● Don’t forget to put your rubbish in the bin or take it with you!

Life Education Van: The Life Education Van has been visiting us over the past two weeks and 
children will have their final lessons today. Congratulations to each class on the way they have 
received the information in the van.  This is such an important part of our learning and presented 
in a unique and fun way.  We value our visit from the Life Education Van each year and thank our 
Educator, Rebecca Williams, for the wonderful job she has done this year. We look forward to 
having ‘Harold’ visit us again in 2023!
 

Kindergarten Orientation 2023: We have now concluded our Kinder 2023 Orientation and 
have been delighted at how ready for school our Kinders will be when they arrive next year!  
There are still a few places available in our Kinder classes for next year, so if you know of people 
moving to Orange or who haven’t finalised where their children are going to start school please 
ask them to consider McAuley.  When I interview prospective families, so many of them visit 
McAuley because a parent has spoken about our school. Thank you for helping to bring beautiful 
families to our McAuley Family.



Grade Celebration Days:  As this year finally draws to a close, our Grades are looking at how 
they can celebrate their achievements this year.  Each Grade will choose an appropriate form of 
Reward activity.  The cost of these days has already been covered, so there will be no additional 
cost for parents.  Please be on the look-out for notes coming home with dates and the needs for 
the days.
 

Mr Croke’s Farewell Assembly:  Last Friday we had our last Class Assembly for the year.  Our 
next Assembly will be a very special one.  Next Wednesday, 30th November we have an Assembly 
to farewell Mr Michael Croke.  All parents and members of McAuley past and present are very 
welcome to join us from 10.00am to say thank you to Mr Croke for all his service to McAuley, St 
Joseph’s and Catholic Education.  Please join us for the Assembly and Morning Tea to show our 
appreciation for all that he has given several generations of children through his service and 
mission as a Catholic Educator and Leader.

Lost Property: Could you please do a stocktake of uniform items that belong to your family, 
and if you are missing any items, please come to school and have a look at the multitude of items 
we have in Lost Property! These items do not have names on them, or have names of children 
who have left and handed down their clothing.  Mrs Catherine Garnon does an amazing job of 
reconnecting lost clothing with their owners, when she is able to find a name on the item!  All 
items that are in lost property have been put on display on tables in the Library. As children come 
and go through the Library, they are being asked to look to see if they own any items. Many 
items have now gone home, however there are still over an estimated $2000 worth of items to 
be collected. Please remind your children to look for any items you know are here somewhere at 
school.  Hopefully we will have empty tables by the end of next week! Any clothing left 
unclaimed at the end of the School year will be donated to the Clothing Pool.



Road Safety: Mr Steve Maguire is continuing to visit the school to work with students on 
“Road Safety”. This is such an important part of their personal safety, and something we need to 
constantly reinforce as students grow and become more independent in their mobility. We look 
forward to Mr Maguire continuing to work with the different grades across the school. 

End of Term Reports: This year we will be preparing full School Reports for all children.  
These will be made available electronically through Compass at the end of Week 9 (9th 
December).  There will be an opportunity for parents to request a meeting with your child’s 
class teacher, and in some cases, teachers may request interviews with parents, however no set 
schedule will be made.  

Staffing for 2023: We are currently finalising teaching vacancies and class lists for McAuley 
for next year.  Class teachers will be announced soon and students will be notified which class 
they will be in next year as part of the Reporting process.  We hope to have these positions 
finalised very soon, and will announce our Staffing as soon as we can. 

“No Hat, No Play!”  The state of our weather is just ridiculous at the moment!  Until we can 
get some consistent weather that hopefully is warm, please dress your children in whatever 
uniform is suitable for the weather of the day.  Hopefully we are moving towards more 
consistent warm weather, but in the meantime, please make sure children bring their hats to 
school each day as when the sun does come out, it has quite a bite.  

Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty



From the Religious Education Coordinator

Feast of Christ the King - Sunday November 20th
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/christ-reigns-the-feast-of-christ-the-king/

The Church celebrates the Feast of Christ the King, also called the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe, on the last Sunday of the Liturgical year. The Feast was established 
by Pope Pius XI in 1925 with his encyclical Quas primas, to respond to a world that was rejecting 
Christ and was being dominated by secularism.

Pope Pius hoped that the establishment of this feast would bring about the following:

● That this annual celebration would assist the faithful to gain strength in their true King, 
Jesus Christ;

● That leaders and nations would recognise that they are bound to submit and give respect 
to Christ the King;

● That nations would see that the Church has the right to freedom, and immunity from the 
state. In these times when we are challenged in our faith and our ability to worship 
together, let us remember that Jesus Christ is Our King who reigns forever.

● That individuals should honour and recognise Jesus as their ‘Sovereign King’ and emulate 
his total gift of self, perfectly embodied on the Cross. In imitation of their thorn-crowned 
King, individuals can help bring love and relief to those who suffer and help to proclaim 
the Good News of the Reign of Christ in the world today.

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/christ-reigns-the-feast-of-christ-the-king/


Year 5 Grade Leadership Retreat

On Wednesday 16th November Year 5 gathered in Kenna hall for their Leadership retreat. We were also 
joined, on the day, by nine Year 5 students from St Joseph’s Molong. The day was led by Dale 
Pangilian, the youth minister from James Sheahan, along with Ms Belinda Lee who is responsible for 
faith and formation at the school. The leaders of the group sessions were  twenty two Year 10 students 
from James Sheahan who are part of the CSYMI program (Catholic Schools Youth Ministry 
International) and we thank them enormously for their enthusiasm and the mature way they interacted 
with the students. 
It was a wonderful day that allowed the students to learn more about and reflect on the qualities of 
Christian leadership. The students explored the concept of Jesus being the ultimate role model in 
leadership. They learnt more about the lives of Saints which included Maximilian Kolbe, Mary Mackillop 
and Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
The students also voted for their future leaders of Catherine McAuley for 2023.
It was a wonderful experience for all involved and the students participated enthusiastically and 
respectfully in prayer, written activities, games and song!



End of Year Celebrations

Preparations are beginning for our end of year celebrations with the students. We look forward 
to welcoming parents and families to these exciting end of year events.
Wednesday 7th December- Year 6 Class Graduation Liturgies 
On Wednesday each Year 6 class will hold their own liturgy. Year 6 students are invited to bring 
family and friends to this liturgy. Siblings of the Year 6 students will be collected by the teacher 
and brought to the church. During the liturgy they will receive their graduation certificate, school 
candle and mug. 

Year 6 parents, please attend the liturgy for your child’s class:
6B- 10:30am 
6M- 11:30am
6Y- 12:30am

On this day the Year 6 students will join as a whole grade to share a pizza lunch together. 
Thursday 8th December -Whole School Mass & School Assembly
On Thursday, 8th December, the whole school community will be celebrating Mass at 9:30am. 
After Mass, Yr 6 parents are invited to Kenna Hall for morning tea. At approximately 11am, the 
whole school will assemble in the hall to hear the captains’ speeches and announce the end of 
year award winners. The assembly will conclude with the whole school forming a guard of 
honour for the Yr 6 students to exit the hall for the last time

Many Blessings,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator



St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers

This week a note will be going home calling for donations of non-perishable 
items for the families in our community who may be struggling this 
Christmas.Thank you to the families who have already generously donated 
some items. Whatever you can contribute will be gratefully received.
We have until Friday 9th December to donate food items and then the team 
from St Vincent de Paul will come and collect them.Thank you for embracing 
the Christmas spirit of giving!

Mrs Wright, Mrs Garnon and the Mini Vinnies Team





Dates for your Diary

Term 4

Thursday 24th November - Yr 6 Parish Mass 

Wednesday 30th November - Farewell Assembly and Morning Tea 10am

Thursday 1st December - Yr 5 Parish Mass

Friday 2nd December - Year 6 Golf

Wednesday 7th December - Yr 6 Farewell/Liturgy/Lunch- St Joseph’s Church

Thursday 8th December - End of Year Mass

Monday 12th December - Yr 6 Burrendong Excursion

Thursday 15th December - Final Assembly 

Friday 16th December - Last Day Term 4

Monday 30th January 2023- Term 1 begins



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 6 Term 4

Mackenzie Strangwidge Barnaby Boucher Patience Hannan

Harper Fahy Madison Ralston Grace O’Neill

Tia Lawrence Edward Burke Harper Cantrill

Charlotte O’Gradey Josh Farrar Lucy Maric-Grinter

Cassandra Pangilian Niamh Murphy Paddy Callaghan

Frankie Agresta Ryleigh Barnes Audrey Hilder

Charlotte Shepherd Phoebe Turner Cooper Hobbs

Arabella 
McCauley-Voican

Elijah Evans Eva Wheatley

Annabella Groves Maddison O’Brien Bradley Palmer

Maci Harvey Bo Brodrick Harry Fardell

Brodie McNeill Arabella Chanoff Maria Gil Merchan

Koda Ryan Tully Cox Toby Barrett

Digby Luelf Georgie Martyr Sophie Gander

Macklin Moon Ivy Healey Lillian Fuller-Davis

Gabrielle Cain Rosie Hamilton Will Fardell

Zara Purvis Ruby Kingham Enzo Crombie

Charlie Livingstone Belvia Bryant Taylah Newman

Abel Tom Harper Corby Alex Fraser

Ronan O’Donnell April Gardiner Cjay Fogarty






