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Michael Croke

The poor need help today, not 
next week.

As the Principal counts down the days to the finish of his 
reign I am reminded of those things that have changed in 
my years in the teaching profession. A reflection that many 
of us would have in our working or even "normal" life. It 
seems that advances in technology is the clubhouse 
leader! My teaching career started with cassette players 
(the expensive ones had a counter!) and very clumsy 
copying machines and not a sign of computers or mobile 
phones! Whilst technology has made life easier and made 
us all more connected we still have to be aware with 
primary age children that they can be abused (social 
media especially) and used to speak scandal and unfair 
criticism of others in our circle. In days of old that was 
often the domain of back fence chatter. 



Newsletter Week 8 Term 4 ‘22

Our School Rules                 Focus of the Week

Focus of The Week:  We are Respectful:  For the last three weeks of the year, we will be 
focusing on our School Rules: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe. This week we are looking 
at what ‘We Are Respectful’ looks like, sounds like and feels like.  To be Respectful, we need to 
look at our actions and our words that we use towards other people, and reflect on these.  
Would I be comfortable if others were speaking to me and treating me this way?  Would I feel 
respected as a person? How can we act and speak that lets others know that we understand 
they are just as important a person as I am, and we are all equal in God’s eyes. 

Important points for students:
● Each person has the right to feel respected by 

others in the classroom and on the playground.  
● What we say and what we do shows our 

respect for others.
● Using language that is hurtful is not respectful.  
● Be careful when choosing your words.
● Treat people the way you want to be treated.
● Kind actions show respect.
● Leaving people out of games or making them 

feel uncomfortable is not respectful.

Mr Croke’s Farewell Assembly: What an amazing Assembly we had today to farewell Mr 
Croke!  Thank you so much to everyone who was able to come and join us!  Mrs Allan and Mrs 
Snowden did an amazing job of preparing our students to send Mr Croke on his way with lovely 
memories.  Thank you so much to both these ladies for all the hard work they put into preparing 
for today.  Thank you also to the students for their wonderful performances, and to the teachers 
who all helped to make this an Assembly to remember!  Congratulations to Mrs Garnon and her 
band of wonderful helpers who organised the morning tea and the other celebrations.  I’m sure 
Mr Croke truly knows how much he means to each member of the school family and how much 
he is both appreciated and will be missed.



Kindergarten  2023: We still have places available in our Kindergarten classes for 2023, so if 
you know of people moving to Orange or who haven’t finalised where their children are going 
to start school, please ask them to consider McAuley.  When I interview prospective families, so 
many of them visit McAuley because a parent has spoken about our school. Thank you for 
helping to bring beautiful families to our McAuley Family.

Grade Celebration Days:  Over the next two weeks our Grades will be organising the Grade 
Celebration Day activities.  Please look out for the notes that come home so you know what 
activities your child’s grade will be doing to celebrate their achievements this year.  Each Grade 
will choose an appropriate form of Reward activity and the cost has already been covered. 
There will be lots of fun activities from the Movies to playground visits and even the Blayney 
pool!  Please be aware of what day these activities are happening so children come to school in 
the appropriate clothes and with the items they require for the day.
 
Lost Property: If you are missing any items of uniform clothing from your family, could you 
please ask your children to have a look at the tables in the Library and see if any of the huge 
number of items that are still there could belong to your family please.  All the items still on the 
tables do not have names on them, or have names of children who have left and handed down 
their clothing.  Mrs Catherine Garnon does an amazing job of reconnecting lost clothing with 
their owners, when she is able to find a name on the item!  All uniform items that are in lost 
property are on display on tables in the Library.  Please help us to have empty tables by the end 
of next week! Any clothing left unclaimed at the end of the School year will be donated to the 
Clothing Pool.
   

Road Safety: Mr Steve Maguire is continuing to visit the school to work with students on 
“Road Safety”. This is such an important part of their personal safety, and something we need 
to constantly reinforce as students grow and become more independent in their mobility. We 
look forward to Mr Maguire continuing to work with the different grades across the school. 

End of Term Reports: The teachers have been working very hard to complete their End of 
Year Reports for each student, and these will be available electronically through Compass at the 
end of next Week  (9th December). We have finalised classes today and you will receive a  letter 
inside each report letting you know which classroom they will be in next year and who their 
teacher will be. Parents are still able to request a meeting with your child’s class teacher, and in 
some cases, teachers may request interviews with parents, however no set schedule will be 
made. 

Staffing for 2023: Our Staffing for 2023 has finally been organised!  This has not been an easy 
process, but we believe we have a great team ready for next year!  The Staffing Schedule will be 
announced very shortly. 

“No Hat, No Play!”  With only two weeks to go, I think we are finally looking like our weather is 
warming up!  Please remember to send a hat to school with your children every day and put 
sunscreen on them before they come to school.  Keeping our children safe is always our 
priority, therefore children without hats will be asked to stay in covered areas. 

Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty



From the Religious Education Coordinator

Advent - Sunday 27th November 
Last Sunday, 27th November, marked the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the 25 days, or 
four Sundays, before Christmas. Advent is a time of waiting and preparing for the birth of 
Christ at Christmas. On Sunday the first purple candle, the Prophets Candle, was lit on the 
Advent wreath symbolising the prophets who predicted the coming of Jesus. During the 
season of Advent, take time each day to pray and reflect on the peace and joy in your life.

A Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent - Hope

Great Giver of all that is, show us how much we have received through your abundant 
generosity. Satisfy  our restless hearts with the assurance of your love for us, that we will 

grow to desire your potter’s hands shaping and molding us.

Amen



Year 6 parents, please attend the liturgy for your child’s class:

6B- 10:30am 
6M- 11:30am
6Y- 12:30am

On this day the Year 6 students will join as a whole grade to share a pizza lunch together. 
Thursday 8th December - Whole School Mass & School Assembly
On Thursday, 8th December, the whole school community will be celebrating Mass at 9:30am. After 
Mass, Yr 6 parents are invited to Kenna Hall for morning tea. At approximately 11am, the whole school 
will assemble in the hall to hear the captains’ speeches and announce the end of year award winners. 
The assembly will conclude with the whole school forming a guard of honour for the Yr 6 students to exit 
the hall for the last time.

Many Blessings,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator

End of Year Celebrations

Preparations are well underway for our end of year celebrations with the students. We look forward to 
welcoming parents and families to these exciting end of year events.
Wednesday 7th December- Year 6 Class Graduation Liturgies 
On Wednesday each Year 6 class will hold their own liturgy. Year 6 students are invited to bring family 
and friends to this liturgy. Siblings of the Year 6 students will be collected by the teacher and brought 
to the church. During the liturgy they will receive their graduation certificate, school candle and mug. 



St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers

Last week, a note went home calling for donations of non-perishable items 
for the families in our community who may be struggling this 
Christmas.Thank you to the families who have already generously donated 
some items. Whatever you can contribute will be gratefully received.
We have until Friday 9th December to donate food items and then the team 
from St Vincent de Paul will come and collect them.Thank you for embracing 
the Christmas spirit of giving!

Mrs Wright, Mrs Garnon and the Mini Vinnies Team



Dates for your Diary

Term 4

Thursday 1st December - Yr 5 Parish Mass

Friday 2nd December - Year 6 Golf

Wednesday 7th December - Yr 6 Farewell/Liturgy/Lunch- St Joseph’s Church

Thursday 8th December - End of Year Mass

Friday 9th December- Kindergarten Celebration Day

Friday 9th December - Yr 4 Blue Mountains Excursion

Monday 12th December - Yr 6 Burrendong Excursion

Wednesday 14th December - Yr 3 and Yr 4 Celebration Day

Thursday 15th December - Final Assembly 

Friday 16th December - Last Day Term 4

Monday 30th January 2023- Term 1 begins



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 7 Term 4

Edie Fliedner Van Zinga Eleanor Sillett

Lincoln Maley Abigail Bailey Charlie Johnson

Kai Purvis Rosie Temoso Thaliana Echeverri

Byron Ivers Dottie Johnson Max Sloane

Amelie Gormly Chelsea Taylor Zac Delaney

Lotti Brodrick Ruby Lewis Edward McEvoy

Heidi Zuman Olly Piper Mia Brayshaw

Cooper Schuberth Alfie Griffiths Shima Siki

Xanthe Bryant Sam Harris Franklin Boucher

Oscar Johnson Sienna Hanrahan Isaac Mullins

Audrey Horan Hope Robey Thomas Cardiff

Sam O’Malley Macy Maric Toby Dover

Ena Robinson Sam Cox Marco Sciuto

Maggie Lawson Cooper Garnaut Benjamin Delaney

Frankie Downey Charlotte Dial Lacey Omrod

Lewis Vaughan Darcy Nunn Brooke Vaughan

Coco Rowland Cooper Judge Alby Robinson

Matthew Crump Harry Grinter Max Zocco

Eden Lyons Jayde Lewis Kyla Ndarowa

Ainsley Hogarth Emily Warburton






