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Without the cross, the real 
crown cannot come.

This newsletter (the second last one for 2022) will list all the 
teachers/classes for 2023. As mentioned before we have 
had many retirements and resignations in recent months. I 
welcome to the staff in more permanent capacity in 2023 Mrs 
Tasley Mortimer who will be sharing a class with Mr.Mark 
Sheridan, Mrs Jacinta Belmonte who is full time on Grade 5, 
Mrs Ann Brown and Mrs Petah Armstrong who will be 
sharing Grade 1, Mr Michael Sillett who is full time on Grade 
6, and Mrs Natalie DeGabriel who is full time on Grade 2. I 
welcome them all to the McAuley family and know they will 
all do an outstanding job.



Catherine McAuley Staff 2023

Principal: Ms Jo Flynn
Assistant Principal: Mrs Robyn Petty

REC: Mrs Shannon Cain
Coordinator Literacy/Numeracy: Mr Scott Hudson

Kindergarten
Mrs Emilee Satterthwaite

Mrs Catherine Sutton
Mrs Georgie Haydon

Grade 1
Mrs Ann Brown / Ms Petah Armstrong

Mrs Rowena Livingstone
Mrs Debbie Prestwidge

Grade 2 
Mrs Monique Dunn

Mrs Natalie De Gabriel
Ms Kim Pellow

Grade 3
Mrs Leila Agresta
Mr Scott Hudson

Mrs Jennene Carpenter

Grade 4
Mrs Belinda Forbes

Ms Sharyn Fitzgerald / Mrs Gai Rosser
Mrs Becky Hughes

Grade 5 
Mr Mark Sheridan /Mrs Tasley Mortimer

Mrs Jacinta Belmonte

Grade 6
Mr Michael Sillett

Miss Ashleigh Van Kemenade
Mrs Kate Wright / Mrs Nicole Worland



Newsletter Week 9 Term 4 ‘22

Our School Rules                 Focus of the Week

Focus Of The Week:  We Are Responsible. This week we are looking at our school rule ‘We 
Are Responsible’. Being Responsible helps us to look after our environment, ourselves, and other 
people. Throughout this week we will look at what “Being Responsible” looks like in action, 
sounds like, and feels like. Being Responsible is also understanding the effect our words and our 
actions have on other people, and reflecting on these.  This week let’s see if we can become more 
aware when making choices so we can show Responsibility. 

Important points for students:
⇒ We can be Responsible: 

● in the classroom, 
● on the playground, 
● in the school building 
● in the environment.

⇒ When we show responsibility, we keep ourselves and others safe.
⇒ By being Responsible, we can look after everyone at school, as well as our school 

environment.
⇒ Being Responsible means making wise choices getting to and from school, especially 

following road rules, when we are getting on and off buses and when we are around cars.

Year 6 End Celebrations: Our Year 6 celebrated the end of their Primary Years today with a 
beautiful Liturgy for each class. This was an opportunity for each class teacher to talk to their own 
class and acknowledge the exceptional relationship that forms during the last year of Primary 
school. Year 6 invited their parents and family to join them for their Grade Liturgy in the Church, 
which was very special. After the three Liturgies, Year 6 gathered in Kenna Hall for a lovely lunch 
together.  Thank you to all who helped to set up the hall and assisted Year 6 to make their time 
today so memorable.  We wish them all the best for their future endeavours.



End of Year Mass: Our End of Year Mass is scheduled for tomorrow morning, 8th December at 
9.30am.  We would love you to join us for this final Whole School Mass. We will have an early 
Recess tomorrow from 10.30-11am then we will hold our End of Year Assembly in Kenna Hall.  
At this Assembly we will announce the Year 6 Prize Winners and our School Captains and Prefects 
for 2023.   

Grade Celebration Days:  Over the next two weeks our Grades will be organising their Grade 
Celebration Day activities.  Please make sure all notes have been sighted and signed and you 
know what activities your child’s grade will be doing to celebrate their achievements this year.  
Each Grade will choose an appropriate form of Reward activity and the cost has already been 
covered. There will be lots of fun activities from the Movies to playground visits and even the 
Blayney pool!  Please be aware of what day these activities are happening so children come to 
school in the appropriate clothes and with the items they require for the day.

Absentee Notes:  Please make sure that all outstanding absenteeism notes are either recorded 
on Compass or sent into school with explanations for each day that children are away from 
school by this week (Friday 9th December).  

Lost Property: Could you please do a stocktake of uniform items that belong to your family, 
and if you are missing any items, please come to school and have a look at the multitude of items 
we still have in Lost Property! These items do not have names on them, or have names of 
children who have left and handed down their clothing.  Any clothing left unclaimed at the end of 
the School year will be donated to the Clothing Pool.

End of Year Reports:  End of Year Reports will be available on Compass this Friday afternoon 
(9th December).  Please log onto Compass to view these reports.  A message will be sent after 
they have been uploaded, so you will know when they are ready.  It seems that each time in the 
past year although the Reports have been ready to go, we have ‘hit the button’ to upload and 
something beyond our control has happened and we have been delayed!  Let’s hope this time 
will be a smooth operation and technology will be on our side!!

Wishing you a great week,
Robyn Petty



From the Religious Education Coordinator

Second Sunday of Advent - Sunday 4th December
Last Sunday, 4th December, marked the second Sunday of Advent. Advent is the 25 days, 
or four Sundays, before Christmas. Advent is a time of waiting and preparing for the birth of 
Christ at Christmas. On Sunday the second purple candle, the Bethlehem Candle which 
represents peace, was lit on the Advent wreath. It symbolizes the preparations being made 
to receive and cradle the Christ child.

Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels 

- from the Gather, Proclaim, Break, Send  - GPBS website

A Prayer for the Second Sunday of Advent - Peace

God of wisdom and understanding, may your justice flourish in our time. May the 
fullness of your peace come to all who have placed their trust in you. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.





      

Wednesday 7th December- Year 6 Class Graduation Liturgies
 
Today each Year 6 class celebrated their own very special liturgy in St Joseph’s Church. The 
students were joined by their family and friends. During the liturgy they received their graduation 
certificate, school candle and mug. 
After the liturgies, the students gathered in the hall for a delicious graduation celebratory lunch of 
pizza and hot chips. They also watched a slideshow which included photos of many wonderful 
Year 6 events and experiences from this year. The students were reminded of what a special time 
their primary schooling has been.
It was a wonderful occasion and the students were a credit to their families and Catherine 
McAuley primary school. We wish all our Year 6 students the best of luck for their high school 
journey.
Thank you to all the Year 6 teachers and parents who helped make their Graduation day such a 
memorable occasion.

Thursday 8th December -Whole School Mass & School Assembly

On Thursday, 8th December, the whole school community will be celebrating Mass at 9:30am. 
After Mass, Yr 6 parents are invited to Kenna Hall for morning tea. At approximately 11am, the 
whole school will assemble in the hall to hear the captains’ speeches and announce the end of 
year award winners. The assembly will conclude with the whole school forming a guard of honour 
for the Yr 6 students to exit the hall for the last time.

St Vincent De Paul Christmas Hampers

A huge thank you to all families who have donated so generously to our Christmas Hamper 
appeal. All donations will be collected by St Vincent De Paul on Friday 9th December.

End of Year Celebrations 



Cards for the elderly 

As part of a homework task, the Year 6 students completed inspiring cards for the elderly for the 
residents at St Francis Aged Care. The cards contained uplifting messages of love and kindness 
and it was wonderful to see the students participate in such an act of kindness. They happily 
reached out to these members of our community which was very special, as we know that the 
elderly can sometimes be forgotten when we get caught up in the busyness of our daily lives. A 
photo of some of the cards is below. The cards were dropped off to St Francis last week. 
Congratulations to all students involved.

Many Blessings,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator



St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers

Last week, a note went home calling for donations of non-perishable items 
for the families in our community who may be struggling this 
Christmas.Thank you to the families who have already generously donated 
some items. Whatever you can contribute will be gratefully received.
We have until Friday 9th December to donate food items and then the team 
from St Vincent de Paul will come and collect them.Thank you for embracing 
the Christmas spirit of giving!

Mrs Wright, Mrs Garnon and the Mini Vinnies Team



Dates for your Diary

Term 4

Thursday 8th December - End of Year Mass - 9.30am

Friday 9th December- Kindergarten Celebration Day

Friday 9th December - Yr 4 Blue Mountains Excursion

Friday 9th December - Yr 5 Blayney Pool Excursion

Monday 12th December - Yr 6 Burrendong Excursion

Monday 12th December - Yr 1 and Yr 2 Celebration Day

Wednesday 14th December - Yr 3 and Yr 4  Celebration Day

Thursday 15th December - Final Assembly 

Friday 16th December - Last Day Term 4

Monday 30th January 2023- Term 1 begins

Tuesday 31st January 2023 - Kindergarten first Day



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 8 Term 4

Charlotte Connor Aidan Latu Athena Andres

Cleo Portass Violet McClymont Tex Goff

Jimmy Shortis Selina Abel Tilly Price

Lenci Zinga Alex Thomas Evelyn Anil

Isabelle Tilston Anabelle Hamilton Austin Bayada

Gilbert Roth Henry Robinson Dominic DeGabriel

Poppy Davidson Mia Brayshaw Charlotte Shepherd

Florence Corkhill Simon Taburnal Barnaby Luelf

Jackson Bayliss Isla Tilston Thomas Dellow

Mitchell Sharp Angus Ford Victoria Townsend

Evie Robinson Mila Davis Harry Callaghan

Angela Gormly Meah Jitesh Madeline Delaney

Hunter Dillon Sophie Gander Grace Hilder

Peyton Taylor Hudson Diduszko Annie Fuller-Davis

Frankie Downey Sienna Gosper Poppy Grinter

Henry Seale Lachlan Dunkley Evelyn Marr

Abel Tom Alex Fraser Harper Corby

Ella Mustac Ava Eyles Ruby Gibson


